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     The 
 Lantern  
 

 

The Season of Lent is upon us again and it is a time for us to focus 
intentionally on what helps or hinders our commitment to Christ. 
Each year, Project Compassion runs throughout Lent. It begins on Ash 
Wednesday and our school will be raising funds for those who are 
less fortunate in the world. Compassion comes from the Latin word, 
compassioΣ ŀƴŘ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ ΨǎǳŦŦŜǊ ǿƛǘƘΩΦ  ²Ŝ ǎƘŀƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ 
opportunity to learn more about the communities that will benefit 
from our generosity over the next five weeks. People who are given 
shelter, education and the means to feed themselves are given a 
future. ¢ƘŜ ǘƘŜƳŜ ŦƻǊ tǊƻƧŜŎǘ /ƻƳǇŀǎǎƛƻƴ нлмр ƛǎ άCƻƻŘ ŦƻǊ [ƛŦŜέΦ 
 
CƻƻŘ ƛǎ ŜǎǎŜƴǘƛŀƭ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ƭƛŦŜΣ ȅŜǘ ǿŜ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ 
poorest people do not have food security. The uncertainty of food 
supply causes uncertainty in life: it is difficult for many of us to 
imagine a life without the certainty of regular meals. 

!ǎ tƻǇŜ CǊŀƴŎƛǎ ǎŀȅǎΥ άLǘ ƛǎ ŀ ǿŜƭƭ-known fact that current levels of 
production are sufficient, yet millions of people are still suffering and 
ŘȅƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǎǘŀǊǾŀǘƛƻƴΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǘǊǳƭȅ ǎŎŀƴŘŀƭƻǳǎΦέ 

Project Compassion will also look at ways of supporting communities 
to develop more sustainable food production. As a school 
community, we shall been given the opportunity to support families 
and communities from Fiji, Niger, Indonesia, Peru, Nepal and 
Australia.   

²Ŝ Ŏŀƴ ŘǊŀǿ ƛƴǎǇƛǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ άǎǳŦŦŜǊ ǿƛǘƘέ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΦ !ƴ 

example of this comes from Swaziland where Orma Mavimbela, who 

had a well-paid job in the civil service, felt called to do something for 

the AIDS orphans whom she saw daily around her. Because of what 

she saw, she gave up her job and paid for three feeding centres 

where children could get a meal, receive some loving care and play 

games. Of course, few of us are in a position to do as Orma did but 

what can each of us do? It is difficult to fully appreciate the impact of 

our donations on those who are in need.  
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 Diary Dates 

Good Friday ς Easter Sunday 

April 3 - 6 

School holiday break 
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We encourage all members of the community to become involved and to support Project 

Compassion. 

Let us pray: 
Father in heaven,  

may Your love be the foundation and motivating force for my life.  

Help me to step out of my sheltered life  

and take Your love to other people  

in a way that is personal to me.   

Amen. 

Student Leaders 2015 
At our Opening School Mass, our student leaders for 2015 were inducted. We were delighted that so 

many members of their families were able to join us. We congratulate the girls and wish them every 

blessing as they undertake their responsibilities this year. 

Captain 
Denielle Plara 

Vice-Captain 
Talifaia Oloapu 

SRC 
Kristina Kresic 

SRC 
Angela Carr 

SRC 
Mikaela 
Mandato 

 
 

    

SRC 
Rebecca Stone 

SRC 
Lauren Alam 

SRC 
Louise Nurthen 

Ballygriffin 
House 

Captain 
Shema Mow  

Ballygriffin 
House  

Vice Captain 
Alicia Badelles 

 
 

    



 Educating girls in the tradition of the Presentation Sisters since 1965.   
 

58A Orwell Street 3 Email: nagle@parra.catholic.edu.au 
Blacktown, NSW 2148  Ph: 8887-4501 
 
 

Coraki House 
Gurpreet Sandhu 

Coraki House  
Vice Captain 
Gurjot Singh 

Darcy House 
Captain 

Bodeen Jackson 

Darcy House  
Vice Captain 

Aparna Ramaiah 

Lismore House 
Captain 

Amy Borg 

     

Lismore House  
Vice Captain 

Melenaite Luani 

Lucan House 
Captain 

Litia Erenavula 

Lucan House  

Vice Captain 

Nicola Weiss 

  

   

  

SRC 
Sarah Cefai 

SRC 
Huntar Hakim 

SRC 
Ester Jada 

SRC 
Emily Knight 

SRC 
Olivia Sargent 

     

Lucan Assistant 
Zoe Victoria 

Ballygriffin 
Assistant 

Jessica Graham 

Coraki Assistant 
Angelica Tabone 

DôArcy 
Assistant 

Katherine Tanks 

Lismore 
Assistant 

Inise Korovou 
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Year 10 

SRC 
Hayley Armitage 

SRC 
Jenelle Lim 

SRC 
Amy Mandato 

SRC 
Bronte Ward 

    

 

YEAR 9 

SRC 

Derica Elogious 

SRC 

Marina 
Santanelli 

SRC 

Georgia Tabone 

SRC 

Aswithaa 
Visakeswaran 

    

      

      YEAR 8 

  

 

 

 

 

SRC 
Majorie Laquian 

SRC 
Aglaya Papadokokolakis 
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From the REC 

I have an amazing job! Last week was especially wonderful because the best parts of my work came 

together in two very special ways on three occasions. One of the best parts of my job are the 

connections with the wider community that I have had the privilege to foster with your daughters. 

The best part of my work is the celebration of the Eucharist with young people and watching them 

develop a deep relationship with their God. Last week I had three opportunities to see both of these 

occur.  

 

On Wednesday, 30 senior students assisted at the Mass for the Sick and Elderly. This took nearly 5 

hours of their time on a week night welcoming people, helping people to their seats, providing them 

with food and drink, chatting and of course praying with those who are sick and elderly and their 

carers. It was humbling for me to see the way the girls entered into this occasion, nothing was any 

trouble, be it directing traffic or making tea. We have wonderful girls at Nagle and each is a tribute 

to her family. 

On Friday we celebrated Mass for the opening of the new school year. This is always a moving 

occasion.  Our Year 7 students are welcomed into the community and they receive a badge from 

ǘƘŜƛǊ ά.ƛƎ {ƛǎǘŜǊέ ŀǎ ŀ ƳŀǊƪ ƻŦ ōŜƭƻƴƎƛƴƎ ǘƻ our community and their House. This year our Year 12 

students and Student Leadership Team were commissioned as school leaders.  We enjoyed a 

celebration of the Eucharist led by Father Peter. 

Sunday saw the commissioning of our student Special Religion Teachers who work in our local state 

schools preparing and teaching scripture classes to primary school students.  

Ms Ellen Lonergan 
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From the Leader of Student Well-being 

Using social media sites is a fun and easy way to connect with people. You can keep in touch with 

friends and family, share photos and videos, get involved with issues that interest you and play 

games. It's also a great way to express yourself, tell people what's on your mind and be creative. It is 

important, however, that we keep in mind that there are a number of steps we need to take in order 

to stay safe whilst using social media sites. 

Please take the time to discuss the following tips with your daughter to assist her in becoming a 

responsible digital citizen. 

¶ Being a good digital citizen means treating others with respect and supporting safe online 

behaviour.  

¶ Putting personal information online ς including photos ς can put people at risk. Use your privacy 

ǎŜǘǘƛƴƎǎΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻƴŎŜ ƛǘΩǎ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ ƛǘΩǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƘŀǊŘ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ŘƻǿƴΦ 

¶ Passwords are like keys to your online world. Remember to make your passwords hard to hack 

by including numbers and symbols. 

¶ Cyber-bullying can be any harassment that happens through technology and should not be 

tolerated. Block and report anyone that makes you feel uncomfortable online, and try to keep a 

record of what happened. If you want to talk to someone in confidence, Kids Helpline are 

available 24/7 by calling 1800 551 800. 

¶ Some devices and websites can pinpoint your exact location and publish it online. Check your 

device settings to make ǎǳǊŜ ǘƘƛǎ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿƛƴƎΗ 

¶ Some sites have age limits that are designed to protect young people from inappropriate 

content.  

¶ 5ƻƴΩǘ ƭŜǘ ǘƘŜ ŀƴƻƴȅƳƛǘȅ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƻŦŦŜǊŜŘ ōȅ ǎƻƳŜ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ŀŦŦŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ȅƻǳ ōŜƘŀǾŜΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ 

are many ways ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳǊ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŜȄǇƻǎŜŘ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ ǎƻ ŘƻƴΩǘ Řƻ ƻǊ ǎŀȅ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ 

might regret, it can have serious consequences! 

¶ People are not always who they say they are in the online world, and meeting up with these 

strangers face to face is very dangerous. If you meet someone online who tries to arrange a 

meeting with you, never agree to and tell a trusted adult as soon as possible. 

¶ Some mobile applications are free to download, but allow you to make instant purchases that 

cost real money. These charges can even happen without you knowing. Always read the terms 

and conditions before downloading an app! 

¶ If you encounter someone online that seems to be intentionally upsetting others, or posting 

hurtful or offensive content, ignore them and report the person to site administrators. 

¶ There is no such thing as safe sexting. You could be breaking the law if you send, receive or 

forward these types of pictures. Report this kind of behaviour to a trusted adult. 

 

Mrs Diane Shean 

Leader of Student Well-being 
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Messages from the Business Manager 
 
SCHOOL FEES 
 
UPDATE - School Fees were delayed in being sent out, the Catholic Education Dioceses of Parramatta send out 
all the fees for all the schools and due to the large volume, they decided to send them out in batches. If you do 
not receive them by the end of 27th February, 2015 please contact me.  If you are unable to finalise your 
account by the due date stated on the Account, please contact me on 88874501 to discuss payment options. 
 
All school fee discussions are strictly confidential. 
 
 CHANGE OF CONTACT DETAILS 
 
During the course of the year families might need to change contact details, eg; address, phone numbers, etc.  
So that our information is always up-to-date, we would appreciate if you could contact the office with any 
changes so that they can be noted on our system.    
 
CANTEEN 
 
This year we have new contractors managing the school canteen, who offer a number of choices for breakfast, 
recess and lunch.  A copy of the menu is attached for your convenience.  Your daughter has the option to 
either place a lunch order with the Canteen prior to 9am for a pick up at lunch time or she may purchase her 
lunch by going up to the canteen during lunchtime, bearing in mind that her choices may be limited. 
 
 
  

Uniform Shop Hours 
Tuesday afternoon between 3 ς 5pm,   Wednesday morning between 8 ς 9.30am 

 
BEFORE & AFTER SCHOOL PICK-UP 

tƭŜŀǎŜ ōŜ ƳƛƴŘŦǳƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ψbh t!wYLbDΩ ƻǊ άbh {¢httLbDέ ǎƛƎƴǎΦ  Rangers frequently patrol before and after 

school to ensure the safety of the children.  If you park within the marked designated areas, you will be fined. 

Please do not obstruct parking in the CELC (Catholic Early Learning Centre) bays which are not only dangerous 

for our parents dropping off pre-schoolers, but are also making it very difficult for buses to safely drop off 

students at the appropriate gates. 

These parking spots are strictly designated for CELC parents, so I would ask parents to have some 

consideration and not park in these bays if you do not have toddlers attending the CELC. Please also be 

mindful that the large school buses need to take the turning circle wide and therefore parking directly 

opposite the entry or exit point makes it difficult for the buses in the mornings and afternoons. 

 

PARKING ς ASHGROVE CRESCENT 

This has been brought to our attention by some of the residents in Ashgrove Crescent.  Please be considerate 

when parking in the side streets. Ddo not paǊƪ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎΩ ŘǊƛǾŜǿŀȅǎΦ ²hen parking please ensure that 

the resident has adequate access to enter or leave with their cars.    

 

Mary Fairhurst 
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YEAR 7 NEWS  

On Friday the 13th, Year 7 joined the 

rest of the College community in 

celebrating the Opening School Mass.  

Each student in Year 7 was officially 

welcomed into their respective House 

upon receiving their House Badge, 

which was pinned by their Big Sisters 

after saying a pledge to the College.  

 

ά¢ǊǳǎǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ DƻŘΣ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǎǇƛǊŜŘ ōȅ ƻǳǊ 

model, Nano Nagle, I willingly promise 

that, to the best of my ability, I will live by the College values of Faith, Learning, Welcome, Courage 

and Action. I ask that you continue to pray for me and support me as I offer myself in service to the 

/ƻƭƭŜƎŜΦέ 

The Opening Mass culminated in the badging and pledging of the Student Representative Council 

and the 2015 House Leaders. The badging and pledging of the Year 7 students is significant in that, 

even in Year 7, the youngest members of the College are leaders in their own way.   

 

The first couple of weeks of any term are busy but more so if you are in Year 7. Despite the 

busyness, the newest members of the College have settled well into High School life.  

Well done Year 7! 

Mrs Juvy Reczek 

Year 7 Co-ordinator 
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YEAR 8 NEWS 

Year 8 student participated in their first sport on Wednesday 11/2. Students went to FLIPOUT at 

Penrith.  

The girls undertook this new challenge and participated with great enthusiasm. They were jumping 

on trampolines and bouncing into big sponge pits. There was lots of laughter and it was a great way 

to enjoy sport and develop relationships within their House and year group.  

A reminder:  that our next sport day is on Wednesday the 25/2 (week 5).  

¶ Students will meet at the bus bay for homeroom on this day.  

¶ Students need to bring a water bottle to sport (as jumping on trampolines and laughing are 
thirsty work). 

 

Extra information for Parents and Caregivers 

In Year 8 we feel that communication between students, teachers and parents is important.  To 

ensure this we really need to have up to date information.  

If you have not received a phone call or email from your ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊΩǎ homeroom teacher yet, please 

ensure the school has your correct contact details. Your daugƘǘŜǊΩǎ ƘƻƳŜǊƻƻƳ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊΩǎ ŜƳŀƛƭ 

addresses are listed again for your reference.  

The school diary is also a used as a form of communication and we ask that parents/caregivers sign 

ȅƻǳǊ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊΩǎ ŘƛŀǊȅ ŜŀŎƘ ǿŜŜƪ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŀŘ ŀƴȅ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎΦ ¸ƻǳǊ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊΩǎ ƘƻƳŜǊƻƻƳ 

teacher will be checking diaries on Tuesdays for parents/caregiversΩ signatures and comments.  

Year 8 students also have an Edmodo page; this allows communication between students, 

homeroom teachers and myself.  Each week, I will highlight our theme and/or focus for pastoral care 

and list weekly organisational reminders for students 

Bianca Vieiro 
Year 8 Co-ordinator 
 

 
 

Homeroom Teacher email  

8.26 Ballygriffin Rosalie Merchant rmerchant@parra.catholic.edu.au  

8.27 Ballygriffin Marthie Bruton  mbruton1@parra.catholic.edu.au  

8.28 Coraki  Emily Handsley- Delves  EHandsleyDelves@parra.catholic.edu.au  

8.29 Coraki  Brad Gooley bgooley@parra.catholic.edu.au  

8.30 DôArcy  Maree Concato mconcato@parra.catholic.edu.au  

8.31 DôArcy  Katherine Serbin KSerbin@parra.catholic.edu.au  

8.32 Lismore Christine Smith msmith6@parra.catholic.edu.au  

8.33 Lismore  Lauren Simpson lsimpson5@parra.catholic.edu.au  
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YEAR 9 NEWS 
 
Year 9 have had their first session of sport for the year. We travelled to Don Bosco Youth Centre at St 
Marys during periods 1 and 2 last Wednesday and had the opportunity to participate in a range of 
activities. The students will be competing in an ongoing round robin soccer competition each week, 
as well as having a go at other fun activities such as trampolining, table tennis, basketball, volleyball 
and a few other sports.  
 
Class Captains are currently being elected in each of the homerooms and will be announced in the 
next Lantern. Thank you to all girls who nominated themselves as captains in their respective 
homerooms. There will be a focus on developing leadership skills this year, as there will be a lot of 
opportunities to showcase these skills in the near future.  
 
!ƴƻǘƘŜǊ ŦƻŎǳǎ ŦƻǊ ¸ŜŀǊ ф ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ ƛǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǘŎƘŎǊȅ ά¸ŜŀǊ ф ŀǊŜ Dw9!¢έΦ ²ƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ ǾŀƭǳŜǎ 
incorporating: 
 

1. Gratitude 
2. Respect 
3. Endeavour 
4. Achievement 
5. Tenacity 

 
This will be an ongoing focus that will be reinforced many times throughout the year.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


