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The 
Lantern 

15th December, 2017  
Term 4, Issue 5 

Dear Members of the Nagle Community, 
 
The academic year has now come to an end and as a community we have much 
to celebrate and to be grateful for. Nagle College is a dynamic and vibrant 
community that reflects the posi�ve contribu�ons of its students, their families 
and the staff. On Friday, we took �me to celebrate the Eucharist as a school and 
to thank God for all that we have received this year.  We acknowledged the the 
achievements of our girls across a variety of areas, including academic, spor�ng, 
cultural and good works. We have contributed $8,021 to the Presenta�on Sisters 
for their work in Papua New Guinea. This money has been raised through the 
generosity and hard work of both students and staff and I am so very proud of 
each person who made a contribu�on. Our school values of Ac�on, Fa�h and 
Welcome are clearly visible. Next year, we will see our building programme 
conclude and we look forward to a revitalised Library and new Music spaces as 
well as a stunning two-storey building that will support contemporary learning. 
 
I thank the staff for their daily contribu�on to the educa�on and wellbeing of our 
girls. Nagle teachers are talented, commi�ed, generous and dedicated. Our staff 
and students enjoy respec�ul rela�onships in all domains of school life: in the 
classroom, on the spor�ng fields, in extra-curricular ac�vi�es. Our non-teaching 
staff are commi�ed to serving the community well. Our school relies on their 
dedica�on and professionalism.  
 
As we prepare for Christmas, it is �mely to reflect on God’s precious gi� of His 
Son. The gi� of Jesus at Christmas is difficult to understand, because God’s love 
for us is beyond our expecta�ons.  I recently read of some of the expecta�ons of 
performers: one famous US singer who is known for her Christmas songs 
reportedly requested  that her room was to be kept at  20 degrees and was to be 
filled with two dozen white roses and vanilla aromatherapy candles.  It is 
reported that another famous performer who has been known to roar has a 
45-page list of instruc�ons that include the provision of two cream-coloured egg 
chairs, one with a co-ordina�ng o�oman, as well as a refrigerator with a glass 
door, ornate French lamps and someone to wash and cut her fruit and 
vegetables.  
 

Diary Dates 

 
December 15th 
Last day of Term 

Semester 2 Prizegiving 
End of Year Mass 

 
January 30th 

First day of Term 1 
For all students 
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God’s gi� to us arrived in the humblest of circumstances, in an animal shelter. There was no long list of requirements. 
Jesus was placed in the animal’s feed box. We can only imagine how shocked the Magi would have been to see where 
the King was born. But the real story of the first Christmas is not meant to meet our expecta�ons or desires of what 
the Christmas story should be like. Jesus did not come to meet our expecta�ons or desires; He came to meet our 
needs. 
 

Jesus came as He did, to make it clear that no one and no place was beneath His dignity. The first Christmas was a 
strange story, a story of humility, a story without royal robes, a story without even a proper bed. So much about 
Christmas is unexpected and it’s difficult to receive God’s gi� to us , when we simply don’t deserve it. However, God 
wants us to receive eternal life through Jesus as a gi� to us.  

 
We thank Father Peter Confeggi, for his leadership and support of our community.  Father Dénes Lédeczi and Father 
Luis Herrera have supported him.  I would like to thank each member of our school community for their contribu�on 
to Nagle: to parents, caregivers,  students, staff and members of the wider Nagle family; may each member of our 
community experience the hope and joy of the birth of Jesus. 
  

We look forward to seeing our girls and staff returning to school safely in the New Year, ready for learning. We send 
blessings and best wishes to those staff and students who are not returning to Nagle in 2018. Finally, I thank each and 
every member of our school community for helping to make Nagle College what it is and  I wish everyone the 
blessings of Christmas and a great New Year.  
 

God Bless,  
Delma Horan 

 
From the Assistant Principal 
 

I would like to thank all the girls and their parents and carers for the effort and support that has been given to make 
Nagle College such a wonderful learning community. 
 

The HSC results show that the girls who were prepared to make a consistent effort all through their years of schooling 
have been rewarded with outstanding results. 
 

The main focus of Nagle College is learning. The reason for this is obvious. We all want the girls to have as many 
choices as possible when they finish their HSC. They will have these choices if they achieve to their poten�al. 
 

Next year, to support the learning agenda, phones will not be allowed in the classroom. Here in Australia and 
interna�onally there is solid evidence to show that phones are a major distrac�on in the classroom. Parents may wish 
for their daughters to have a phone with them in case of an emergency on the way to and from school. This is 
understandable and is supported by the college. The phone though must be locked in a locker or carried on the person 
but not on the desk. This will be reinforced in a number of ways throughout the year. There will be a consequence for 
non- compliance  We expect all parents and carers to fully support this measure knowing that deep learning cannot 
take place with distrac�ons such as checking phones throughout the lesson. 
 

As always I encourage parents to contact me if you have any concern about any aspect of your daughter’s �me here at 
Nagle. 
 

Wishing all girls and their families a very merry Christmas and prosperous New Year. 
 
Mr Michael Hall 
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From the REC 
 
To say Term Four has flown by feels like a drama�c understatement, and what a busy and produc�ve term it has been. 
Over the last 10 weeks the teachers involved in Religious Educa�on and Forma�on have run our Senior Retreat, 
successfully completed our annual compliance audit, put on Presenta�on Day and the Nagle Fair, co-ordinated two 
whole school Masses, promoted the St Vincent De Paul Christmas Appeal, wri�en reports, taught classes and 
par�cipated in the Australian Catholic Youth Fes�val. It has truly been a busy term in which I have been reminded �me 
and again how fortunate I am to work with such commi�ed staff who con�nue to go above and beyond to support the 
growth of RE and Forma�on at the College.  
 
From Thursday the 7th - Saturday the 9th myself, Mrs La�f, Ms Bechara and Mr Iligan travelled with 29 students to the 
Australian Catholic Youth Fes�val in Homebush. Throughout the three days students were given the opportunity to 
par�cipate in workshops, expo- style stalls and games. During the opening and closing plenaries the Catholic youth of 
Australia were challenged to be like Mary and say a courageous ‘YES’ to God’s call in their lives. The students and staff 
who a�ended found the fes�val to be a truly forma�ve and engaging experience in which they grew in their 
rela�onships with each other and God. 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to wish all our students and their families a very happy and holy Christmas. 
 
Kind regards, 
Mr Andrew Wilson 
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From the Leader of Teacher and Learning 
On Thursday we celebrated the achievements of the 2017 class of Year 12 as we pored over their HSC results. Yet 
again it was wonderful to see what so many of our girls had achieved through their hard work and perseverance.  At 
the Semester 2 awards ceremony on Friday the achievements of many students across a wide range of ac�vi�es were 
also celebrated. From results in individual subjects to overall academic excellence, from spor�ng prowess to 
community service, Nagle girls enjoy success and personal sa�sfac�on when they seize the opportuni�es offered to 
them. These girls deserve to be commended on their determina�on to succeed and their efforts to develop as 
learners, whether this is in the classroom, on the spor�ng field or in their rela�onships with others. 
 

The summer holidays offer a wonderful opportunity to spend �me reading. Some girls will be grateful for the �me to 
hide away with a good book. Others will find this a less appealing op�on. However, the more students read, the more 
confident they will become as readers. An inducement might be the Execu�ve Director’s Summer Reading Challenge. 
All students need to do is to read at least one age appropriate book, e-book, graphic novel, comic, play or piece of 
poetry and enter the compe��on through   h�p://www.parra.catholic.edu.au/summer-reading-challenge . Students can 
enter as many �mes as they wish, but each new entry must describe a different text that they have read. 
  

Please stress the importance of reading well when talking to your daughter. It is very easy to take the ability to read for 
granted, but it is an essen�al life skill. Whether reading for pleasure or for prac�cal purposes, we all need to read and 
with each step of her educa�onal journey, your daughter will be required to read more and to read increasingly 
complex texts. 
 

Thank you for your support of your daughter’s learning this year. We look forward to working with you in 2018 to help 
your daughter grow as as determined, resilient and enthusias�c learner. 
  

I hope that you have a peaceful and happy Christmas.  
  
Ms Dympna Reavey  

 

 
From the Leader of Student Well-being 
 

As 2017 draws to a close I would like to take this opportunity to congratulate our amazing young women. Each day 
brings new challenges for each of us, this is also the case for our young women. It has been a privilege to witness so 
many of our students set goals and face their challenges head on this year. I am confident that their desire to achieve 
their best will help them to face the many challenges that are s�ll to come.  
The end of the year allows all of us to reflect on our achievements. To iden�fy areas that we have excelled in and areas 
where growth is s�ll needed. I encourage all students to use the holiday period to reflect on 2017 and to set their 
personal goals for 2018. 
I would also like to extend my gra�tude to the parents and caregivers who have supported their daughter and the 
College throughout the year. It is through your ongoing support that we are able to work together to best support 
your daughter. 
 

Wishing all a very Merry Christmas and a res�ul holiday! 
 

Mrs Diane Shean 
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Message from the Business Manager  
 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank you for your support throughout the year by finalising your school fees 
by due dates.  This enables the College to budget for resources that are much needed in keeping our students up to 
date in their learning. 
 
If you have an outstanding balance, and are on a payment arrangement, please con�nue with your payments as this 
will assist with finalising your account before school returns in 2018. 
 
Office opening prior to school returning 

 

The Office will be open from Monday, 22nd January, 2018 to Thursday, 25th January, 2018, for general enquiries. 
Hours - 9.00am - 3.30pm. 
The College will be closed - Friday, 26th January, 2018 - Australia Day Public Holiday 

 

Office Hours for 2018 

 
The office will be open for all general enquiries and financial transac�ons from 29th January, 2018. 
Hours - 8.00am to 4.00pm 
 
Uniform Shop 2018 

 
The uniform shop will be open two (2) days per week in 2018 commencing  Thursday, 1st February, 2018 

Mondays - 8.30am to 12 noon 
Thursdays - 12.30pm to 3.30pm 
 
 

 
 
 

I would like to wish all our families 
 a very Merry Christmas 

 and a  
Happy and Safe New Year. 

 
 
 
 

 
Mrs Mary Fairhurst 
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Year 7 News 
 

As the year draws to a close, I would like to congratulate Year 7 on the many successes that have occurred both in and 
out of the classroom.  
 

Over the six week holidays, I challenge Year 7 to complete the following ‘Holiday Homework’ list: 
- Take the �me to pray and reflect on the true meaning of Christmas. 
- Read at least two books and share your likes and dislikes of the book with a member of your family. 
- Spend half an hour each day comple�ng ac�vi�es/tasks on Maths Online. 
- Create a scrapbook of their favourite memories, achievements, lessons and ou�ngs of 2017. 
- Cook dinner for your family at least once a week. 
- Help around the house and volunteer to complete extra chores without being asked.  
 

I take this opportunity to honour and thank the Year 7 Pastoral Care Team, who have on a daily basis shown the girls a 
genuine care and concern for their welfare and well-being. Year 7’s transi�on would not have been as smooth or as 
successful without the support and guidance of the Year 7 Homeroom Teachers. I have personally witnessed the 
dedica�on and professionalism of the Year 7 PC Team and on behalf of Year 7, I thank Mrs Antonia Barreto, Ms Levia 
Desho, Ms Jenna Boulos, Ms Rosemary Gurney, Mrs Belinda Di Mauro, Mrs Sarah La�f, Mrs Josephine Camilleri, Mr 
Chris�an Iligan, Ms Rowan Bechara and Mrs Hala Jibrail.  
 

As you all know I will be on maternity leave in 2018. I looking forward to my return in 2019. 
Finally, on behalf of the Year 7 Pastoral Care Team, I wish you and your family a very happy Christmas and a blessed 
and joyous 2018!  
 

Mrs Juvy Reczek 
Year 7 Co-ordinator 
jreczek@parra.catholic.edu.au  
 
Year 8 News 
 
What an amazing year it has been for our Year 8 students. They have led the way throughout the year pu�ng into 
ac�on their theme for the year UNITED. Year 8 students have worked together and made the most of every 
opportunity presented to them. Congratula�ons Year 8 on your achievements this year, you have excelled in the 
classroom and in your extracurricular ac�vi�es. I have watched these students grow into confident, 
young women who have displayed a love of learning and the desire to make their world a be�er one.  
 
I would also like to congratulate and thank all of the girls who performed leadership roles in Homeroom as Class 
Captains. Your efforts have been appreciated by your teachers. I would also like to give a final “thank you” to all of the 
Year 8 Homeroom teachers. Your constant care, guidance and support for the girls have been invaluable!  
 
A final wish for a very safe, merry and Holy Christmas! Enjoy your �me as a family during the holiday season and I look 
forward to seeing everyone back again next year. 
 
Miss Paula McNeil 

Year 8 Co-ordinator 
pmcneil@parra.catholic.edu.au  
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Year 9 News 
 

In 2018 Year 10 students will take on the leadership of running two new programs at Nagle College. Both programs will 
allow Year 10 Students to take on board two of the College Values: Welcome and Ac�on. 
 

The Community Program will provide the junior students with a welcoming space, where they can engage in games 
and ac�vi�es. The  Homework Help Program will provide junior students with a learning buddy to help guide them 
with their homework and assessments.  
 

Congratula�ons to the following students who have taken on this leadership opportunity. Your leadership and service 
to our College are greatly appreciated. Thank you to all the parents and carers for your ongoing support in 2017. Year 
9 has had an enjoyable and produc�ve year. It was a pleasure to read the final reports for 2017. It is encouraging to 
see so many students have taken on the recommenda�ons of their teachers from Semester 1 and put these into 
ac�on for Semester 2. Please take the �me to read over the recommenda�ons provided by the classroom teachers in 
the Semester 2 Reports and together as a family discuss  the learning goals that students wish to aim for in 2018. 
 

Best wishes for a Merry Christmas and a Safe New Year. 
Mrs Karen Vasarelli 

Year 9 Co-ordinator 
 

Community Program Homework Help Program 

Andrea Abreu Andrea Abreu 

Annabelle Thorn Annabelle Thorn 

Ashley Thapa Ashley Femia 

Caitlin Ackroyd-Mosbey Caitlin Ackroyd-Mosbey 

Chloe Gomes Celene Palmero 

Fifita Fungavai Celine Benicarlo 

Geena Iaquinto Halle Blyberg 

Paige Hodgson Harkirat Kaur 

Rachel Aholahi Jasleen Kaur 

Ravleen Kaur Krisha Kumar 

Rosie Tomah Mosam Patel 

Soleiya Fugawai Nikita Jugetwan 

Sonia Hashimi Paige Hodgson 

Sophie Matur Paule�e Hourany 

Tanya Singh Rebecca Wehbe 

Taylah Henderson Ravleen Kaur 

Vrunda Parekh Rosie Tomah 

 Sarah Sepulveda 

 Soraya Abawi 

 Suwarthica Ganeshaan 

 Taliyah Behrens 

 Tanya Singh 

 Vrunda Parekh 

 Taylar Henderson 
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  Year 10 News 
 
I would like to congratulate Year 10 on their enthusias�c approach towards their taster lessons over the last 3 weeks. I 
know that they appreciated the opportunity to experience a taste of their senior courses in prepara�on for next year. 
Last Friday we visited the Australian Catholic University at North Sydney where the girls par�cipated in a number of 
workshops. They were taken around the campus by current university students and were able to ask ques�ons to 
improve their knowledge of university life. Throughout the day they visited the moot court where they had a debate, 
par�cipated in a range of occupa�onal therapy ac�vi�es and went into the nursing labs to see how nursing students 
use simulated pa�ents for their learning.  
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Over the Christmas break I encourage the girls to do some further research into post-school op�ons, but also 
encourage them to use this �me to rest, relax and spend �me with their loved ones. Their Preliminary year will be a 
busy one and it is important that the girls are using some of this �me to switch off and focus on their wellbeing. 
 

I would like to thank the Year 10 Homeroom team for all of their hard work and dedica�on to your daughters this year 
and look forward to working with them again in 2018.  
 

I thank you all for your support this year and wish you all a very Merry Christmas full of love, laughter and �me spent 
with loved ones.  
 

Kind Regards, 
 

Miss Natalie Bonaventura 

Year 10 Co-ordinator 
nbonaventura@parra.catholic.edu.au 
 

YEAR 11/12 NEWS 
 

The girls worked hard to survive their first term of the HSC. They have completed a number of assessment tasks over a 
short period of �me. It is now that I must remind both parents and daughters to make themselves familiar with the 
College’s Assessment Policy and Handbook. This document is available to be viewed on the school’s website at: 
h�p://www.nagleblacktown.catholic.edu.au/Learning-and-Teaching/Informa�on-for-Students . If students are not 
following the correct procedures, they may find themselves in a situa�on where they are having penal�es applied to 
their work or are receiving a Warning Le�er. 

 
To conclude 2017, we were able to celebrate with Mass and Prizegiving. The girls were exemplary in their singing and 
their representa�on by the number of reward recipients. It has been a pleasure to witness their growth as learners 
and leaders over the year. I have thoroughly enjoyed working with the girls over the year. 
 
Wishing you and your families a res�ul and relaxing break over the holiday season.  
 
Mrs Gillian Mendez 

Year 11 Co-ordinator  
gmendez1@parra.catholic.edu.au 
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TERM 4 IS A GREAT END TO A GREAT YEAR IN VISUAL ARTS  
at NAGLE COLLEGE. 

  
October began well when 18 students selected from Years 8, 9 and 10 par�cipated in the CEDP Access Ar�sts program.                    
Working with ar�st Catherine O’Donnell, the students were taught new skills and developed a folio of black and white                   
photography as well as photorealis�c charcoal and graphite drawings of the college environment. The program               
involved a group exhibi�on en�tled ‘ Made in the Shade @ Nagle College.”  In case you missed the display in the                    
windows of the library, please enjoy these photos of the completed drawings by our talented and mo�vated students. 
 
Visual Arts students from Years 8,10 and 11 collaborated with local ar�sts Naomi McCarthy and Shirley Daborn who 
were the recipients of the Blacktown Arts, Pat Parker Memorial Residency. The community art project is called “The 
Dandelion Project, Veil of Wishes”. Our students par�cipated by learning how to, then making paper flowers, as well 
as a wish.   
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mrs. Da Silva’s Year 8 Visual Arts class learning to cra� �ssue paper dandelions. 
 
To view the stunning installa�on and find out about the secret wishes of the people of Blacktown, Veil of Wishes is on 
display in the Max Webber Library, Blacktown from Monday, 11 December 2017.  
Ar�sts Naomi McCarthy and Shirley Daborn and the completed art installa�on at the Max Webber Library. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ar�sts Naomi McCarthy and Shirley Daborn and the completed art installa�on at the Max Webber Library. 
 
We are delighted to congratulate Sofia Lansley of Year 12 on her achievement in gaining 46 out of a possible 50 marks 
for her Life Drawing Body of Work, developed during her par�cipa�on in the  HSC Intensive Studio Practice  program, 
held at the pres�gious and historic Na�onal Art School, Darlinghurst .  
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        Sofia Lansley of Year 11, 2017 and with Ms. Handsley Delves outside Building 28 at the Na�onal Art School. 
 
 
 
 
Finally, to complete the circle of the year in Visual 
Arts,  “Do You See What I See?”  by Katherine 
Masonwells, Dux of Nagle College 2016, has 
returned from the Artexpress Regional Tour.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
Mrs Kylie Da Silva and Ms Emily Handsley Delves 
Visual Arts and Photography teachers 
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And that’s a wrap for 2017. It has been a great year for sport, filled with many achievements for our Nagle                     
girls. A big thank you to all teachers who have supported sport throughout the year and to parents and                   
friends who have come along to support the girls and help out at spor�ng events. Finally congratula�ons to                  
every student who had a go this year and got involved in sport, whether it was to play a game, help as a                       
volunteer or to support the coaching of a team. Our community spirit at spor�ng events is fantas�c and I                   
can’t wait to see it again as we kick off the new year with our annual Swimming Carnival. Merry Christmas                    
and have a safe holiday.  
 

Student Achievements 
 

Isabella Said- National Futsal Team 

Congratula�ons to Isabella Said in Year 10 who has been selected to            
represent NSW in the U17s Lightning team in the FFA Na�onal Futsal            
Championships in 2018.  
 
The FFA Futsal Na�onal Championships is the highest level of          
compe��on in Australia. In line with Football NSW guidelines, targeted          
girls are invited to a�end two trial sessions where girls have to pass the              
first trial to be invited back for the second trial and based on             
successfully passing the selec�on criteria a squad of 8 girls and 2            
keepers is selected from each age group to represent NSW in the FFA             
Na�onal Futsal  Championships 2018.  
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To play at this level is a chance very few players achieve; it is an opportunity to play at a Na�onal level                      
against the best players from across the country. We are extremely proud of Isabella and all she has already                   
achieved. We wish her the best of luck with the January 2018 tournament.  
 
 

 

 

 

 

Jessica Laurance - Blues Award 

Congratula�ons to Jessica Laurance in Year 8 who received a Blues Awards this term. Jessica was nominated                 
for this award due to her outstanding achievements this year in athle�cs. We are extremely proud of Jess,                  
she has had a great year and we can’t wait to see her back on the track and in the long jump pit next year.  
 
 
 
Upcoming Events 2018 

 

Date Event Location 

Thursday 1st February College Swimming Carnival Blacktown Pool, 4 Boyd 
Ave, Blacktown 

Wednesday 7th February Integrated sport commences  
Year 7 and 8 

TBC 

Tuesday 13th February Integrated sport commences  
Year 9 and 10 

TBC 

Monday 26th February PDSSSC Open Basketball Gala 
Day 

TBC 

 

Miss Ellen Attwood 

Sports Co-ordinator 
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Geology Rocks!!    
  
Mr Sibbald interviewed by Ashleigh Southam 
  
With a geologist in our midst, the class of 8 B/C Science were given the 
opportunity to interview Mr Sibbald - one of our teachers. Inspired by his 
teachers he had always aspired to become a geologist and so he did. With 
questions in mind, we put together a questionnaire about his career in 
geology and all of his adventures. With a team, he has trekked through 
mineshafts, consulted clients and has even travelled to countries such as 
Russia! He always had an interest in science and explained that there are 
many types of geology: for example  Geochemistry and how the land 
forms. 
  
Mr. Sibbald discussed with us that you can do anything you put your mind to and that some discoveries can 
be found in the most unlikely of places, you just need to look closer to find it. You can be inspired by anything 
which can lead to career choices and life decisions for your future. To spend time with his family, he decided 
to become a teacher. He used his knowledge and experiences to educate and inspire young women of the 
future. To choose their life paths and show that the unexpected can happen, and that one choice can lead to 
a new path. 
  
 When Mr. Sibbald went to a digging site, he saw rocks that were long and pointed and identified their origin 
he was able to use that information to construct a 3D model on his laptop on what was under the long 
pointed rocks. Then he could scope out where underground rivers could possibly be and that can lead to 
many different outcomes and discoveries. Geology is an occupation that involves passion, determination, 

inspiration and imagination.  
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SHAMROCKS NETBALL CLUB 
 

Shamrocks Netball Club would like to invite new, transferring and exis�ng players to join us 
for the 2018 season. We are a netball club based within the Seven Hills district catering from 
Under 8's to seniors. If you are interested in joining our great club please like our Facebook 

page with our 2018 season updates or email us at  shamrocks7hillsregistrar@gmail.com .  
 

Shamrocks Netball Club would like to wish you a safe and happy fes�ve season.  
 Merry Christmas 
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